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Introduction

This leaflet is for anyone who has had an operation to remove a skin
lesion.

What is a biopsy?
It is a minor operation to cut out an area on your skin that is causing
concern; it is performed under local anaesthetic.

In an excision biopsy the lesion is removed together with a narrow
margin of skin around its edge. Your wound will have either been closed
using stitches, a skin graft or another method.

In a punch biopsy a small sample of skin will be removed to enable
diagnosis. You will either have stitches or need a dressing until it heals.

Why are you having the biopsy?

It is not always possible to distinguish between skin cancers and non-
cancerous conditions just by looking at them. A biopsy allows the lesion
to be removed and analysed under a microscope to make a diagnosis.

What happens after the operation?

Usually you will be allowed home on the same day but occasionally you
may be required to stay in hospital overnight.

If you have a skin graft there will be two wounds; the skin graft itself and
the donor area from where the skin graft was taken.

You will be given information on how to care for your wound before you
leave the hospital.
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Biopsy results

Some patients will need further treatment following their biopsy
dependent on the results.

Most patients will be offered a clinic appointment to discuss their results
either via telephone or face to face. This may be a consultant led clinic
or a specialist nurse results clinic appointment at Royal Preston
Hospital. You may wish to bring a friend or relative with you. If you do
not wish to discuss your results over telephone, please advise your
consultants secretary and they will arrange a face to face appointment
for you.

You may be contacted to attend a clinic at short notice following your
biopsy; this is not necessarily bad news, this may depend on clinic
availability.

Some patients may not need a clinic appointment but will receive their
results in a letter.

If you have not received a clinic appointment or a letter within 8 weeks,
please contact your consultant’s secretary whose number can be found
on your original hospital letter.

Contact details

If you have any questions or concerns at any time please contact your skin
cancer nurse specialist nurses on 01772 522062 or 07525387668.
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Sources of further information

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk
www.nhs.uk

www.patient.co.uk
www.accessable.co.uk

All our patient information leaflets are available on our website for
patients to access and download:

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk/patient-information-leaflets

Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is not
responsible for the content of external internet sites.

Lancashire Teaching Hospitals is a smoke-free site. Smoking is not
permitted anywhere on any of our premises, either inside or outside the
buildings. Our staff will ask you about your smoking status when you
come to hospital and will offer you support and advice about stopping
smoking including Nicotine Replacement Therapy to help manage your
symptoms of withdrawal.

If you want to stop smoking you can also contact the Quit Squad
Freephone 0800 328 6297.
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Please ask if you would like help in understanding this information. This
information can be made available in large print and in other languages.

Gujarati:
U ledla arerami veldlodl S dl sulsda ysl. w1 uiledl Hlel suiel
Hi val 1 @Y IHT Gugoed 53] 2151 B,

Romanian:

Va rugam sa intrebati daca aveti nevoie de ajutor pentru intelegerea acestor
informatii. Aceste informatii pot fi puse |la dispozitie in format mare si in alte limbi.”

Polish:
Poinformuj nas, jesli potrzebna jest ci pomoc w zrozumieniu tych informacji.
Informacje te mozna rowniez udostepnié duzym drukiem oraz w innych jezykach

Punjabi:

7 It feg Arearat I <fg vee Bt 9l 31 fow 994 fer g 18| feg wreardt
<3 yafe w13 Jast Imet <fg yaeh i3t T A 1

Urdu:

3 Dy e S5 A i S e Dlagles oo 58 ol Bl S g ) 6 e
Glaglaaogags 320l ez Vo oSS o Cuaes) g Uas beaies

Arabic:

s o o e s eadalaa gl Bhie Luw oy p S G Gl sl 3 p € mlide g
o ptadl oda i i il 5 A
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