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What is a cannula and why is it needed?

A cannula is a flexible tube that has been placed in a vein. It is usually
on the back of the hand or the inside of the elbow but sometimes can be
placed on your child’s foot. Your child has been seen by a doctor who
has decided they need treating with intravenous antibiotics. This means
that their medicine is being given directly into a vein. If your child is
deemed well enough, we can discharge you from the ward and send
you and your child home with the children’s community nurses to give
the antibiotic at your home. If this is not possible for your child, we may
send you home ‘on leave’ between antibiotics, but you must arrive back
on the ward at the time your nurse tells you so she/he can give the
antibiotics at the right time.

How is the cannula secured?
Once the cannula is inserted, it is bandaged to protect it.

For smaller children and babies, a splint may also be used to support
and protect the cannula.

Whilst at home it is important to protect the cannula as it could still get
knocked or dislodged:

e Do not allow it to get wet
e Take care when removing your child’s clothing
e Ensure your child is supervised when playing

What happens if the cannula comes out?

If the cannula comes out whilst at home, use a clean tissue or cloth to
apply pressure to the site for about 2-5 minutes, as it may bleed a little.
When the bleeding stops cover the site with a plaster, if available.

Please telephone either the children’s community nurses or the
paediatric assessment unit (PAU) and inform them as a further cannula
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may need to be put in so that your child can complete their prescribed
course of treatment (see contact numbers below).

If you are returning for your child’s antibiotics, ask the nurse to write the
time and date it is due.

Please arrive back on the ward at least 15 minutes before this time.

Date: Time: Location:

Page 3 of 5



Contact details

Should you require further advice or information please contact:
Children’s Community Nursing Team — Tel: 01772 520710

Or

Ward 8 Assessment Unit — Tel: 01772 523632

Ward 8 B Inpatients — Tel: 01772 523496

Children’s day Case — Tel: 01772 524913

Sources of further information

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk
www.nhs.uk

www. patient.co.uk
www.accessable.co.uk

All our patient information leaflets are available on our website for
patients to access and download:

www.lancsteachinghospitals.nhs.uk/patient-information-leaflets

Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is not
responsible for the content of external internet sites.

Lancashire Teaching Hospitals is a smoke-free site. Smoking is not
permitted anywhere on any of our premises, either inside or outside the
buildings. Our staff will ask you about your smoking status when you
come to hospital and will offer you support and advice about stopping
smoking this will include Nicotine Replacement Therapy to help manage
your symptoms of withdrawal and the opportunity to speak to a nurse or
advisor from the specialist Tobacco and Alcohol Care Team. If you want
to stop smoking, you can also contact the Quit Squad Freephone 0800
328 6297.
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Please ask if you would like help in understanding this information. This
information can be made available in large print and in other languages.

Gujarati:
LISl i v dL O dl S dl sul sl ysl 24 uilsdl Hlel suis
Hi vol vy NI Guded 53] 251U B,

Romanian:
Va rugam sa intrebati daca aveti nevoie de ajutor pentru intelegerea acestor
informatii. Aceste informatii pot fi puse la dispozitie in format mare si in alte limbi.”

Polish:
Poinformuj nas, jeslipotrzebna jest ¢ci pomoc w zrozumieniu tych informacji.
Informacje te mozna rowniez udostepnié duzym drukiem oraz w innych jezykach

Punjabi:

A 2t fog Areardt mige < ee 83 99491 3t afqu a9 ferngd g fog Areadl
3 ydfe w12 daat gnmet €fg yrdh st 7 Faed 1

Urdu:

g e S s s € e claghe oo s S 815 5 g Gl 6 s 8
Clsles wgogaiss = U e 2= = SR 5 S 4 s RS

Arabic:

Sl ptediois 8 g5 el Al
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